
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
  

 
   

 
   

  
 

   
 

  
 

 
  

  
 

    
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

December 21, 2015 

Jennifer Chambers 
Senior Staff Counsel 
Department of Insurance 
45 Fremont Street, 24th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

The National Hispanic Medical Association (NHMA) is a non-profit association 
representing the interests of 50,000 licensed Hispanic physicians in the United States. 
The vision of the organization is to be the national leader to improve the health of 
Hispanic populations. Given the demographics of California, we are very active 
throughout the state. We strongly support the acquisition of Health Net by Centene 
Corporation. 

We’ve enjoyed a rapidly developing relationship with Centene Corporation over the past 
few years. NHMA is impressed by the commitment and the long range vision of Centene 
of “improving the health of communities, one person at a time”. We find this to be more 
than a catchy phrase. Centene serves large Hispanic populations across the country and 
their California-based plan, California Health and Wellness, has some counties where 
over 80% of their members are Hispanic. The company recognizes that in order to 
optimally serve their Hispanic members, they can benefit from developing physicians 
and other health care professionals through their NHMA relationship that look like, 
speak like and understand the culture of these members. 

If Centene acquires Health Net, they will dramatically expand the number of Hispanic 
members they serve in California. Health Net has had a broad geographic presence 
across the state and we are confident that the Hispanic members will be very well served 
by the expanded presence of Centene and their emphasis on culturally sensitive, locally 
delivered services. We look forward to a long term relationship with the combined 
companies and know that the residents of California will benefit from our partnership. 

As a physician who grew up and trained in California and as a leader from California 
where the largest number of our members practice, I urge you to approve this 
acquisition. 

Sincerely, 

Elena Rios, MD, MSPH 
President & CEO 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Samuel Arce, MD, FAAFP 
Chairman 

Family Physician and Attending Physician 
Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Jamaica, NY 

Elena Rios, MO, MSPH 
President & CEO 

Na1ional Hispanic Medi cat Association, 
wam ngtcn. DC 

Judith Flores, MD, FAAP, CHQM 
Chairwoman-flea 

Cl1nicalMsociate Professor, New Yolt. University 
School of Medicine, New York. NY 

Ana Maria Lopez, MD, MPH, FACP 
Secretary 

Associate Vice President for Health Equ.ty and 
lndusion, University of Utah Health Sciences 

Center, Director of Cancer Health Equity, Huntsman 
Cancer Institute, Professor of Medicine, University 

of Utah School of Medicine. Salt lake City, Utah 

Nelson Reyneri 
T,easurer 

Vice Pfesident. Sales and External Affairs. 
l iberty Power, Fort Laude,dale, Fl 

Katherine A. Flores. MD 
Immediate-Past Chairwoman 

Director, UCSF-ffesno, Latino Cente, for 
Mecfcal Educa1ion & Research, Fresno, CA 

David Carlisle, MD, PhD 
President and CEO 

Charles R_ Drew University of Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences. Los Angeles. CA 

Nerieda Correa, MD 
Eastchester Medlcal Associates. PC. Bronx, NY 

Efrain Fuentes, EdD 
Vice-President, Talenl Acquisition, 

AltaMed Heahh ServKes, Los Angeles, CA 

Jorge A. Girotti, PhD, MA 
Associate Dean and Director, Special Curricular 

Progams. Admissioos. Hispanic Center of Excellence 
Assistant Professor, Med cal E<llcation, 

UIC College of Medicine, Chicago IL 

Paloma Hernandez, MPH 
President and CEO 

Urban Health Plan, Inc .. Bronx. New York 

Antonio Linares, MD 
Medical Director and Regional VP,Anthem Blue Cross. 

Health & Wellness Solutions, Indianapolis, IN 

Flavia E. Mercado, MD 
Medical Director, loovalon, Inc. 
Adjunct Professor, Snelvitle, GA 

Norma Gomez Parra, MD 
Medical Oirec1or, CentroMed, San Antonio, TX 

Jorge G. Puente, MD 
Managing Partner, 

Pleasanton Pharma VenttJ"es, Northport, NY 

Diana Ramos, MD, MPH 
Director. Reproduaive Health, Los Angeles County 

Public Health, Laguna Beach, CA 

llan Shapiro, MO, FMP 
Chairman, NHMA Council of Young Physicians 

General Pediatrics / International 
Heah:h Policy ACNisor, Fort Myers, Fl 

Victor Cueto, MD 
Chairman, NHMA Cooncil of Residents 

Resident Physician. Internal Medicine & Pediatrics, 
Jackson Mell'lCfial Ho~tal, Uni\JE!l'S1ty of Miami, 

Miller Sdiool of Medicine, Hialeah, FL 

Abner Murray 
Latino Medical StuclentAssocia1ion 

MD!f>hD Candidate. Steijnmetz Laboratory, 
Department of B,omedical Engineering, 

Department of Molerular Biology and MiaOOiology, 
Molecular Vl'olo!1( Program 

Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, FACS 
17' US Sl.l'geon General (2002-2006) 

Vice Chaifman, Canyon Randi lnstilute 
Distingui$hed Profesw. Zuckerman College of 

Public Health, University of Alizcna, Tucson,/4/. 

Henry Cisneros 
Chairman. Cit-{Vlew, San Antonio, TX 

Ivelisse Estrada 
Senior Vke President for Corpo,ate and 

Ccrnmunity Relations. Univisioo, Los Angeles. CA 

Linda Griego 
Prelidoit & CEQ <;,go EntOJ)fl"' n: .. Lo,Angeies CA 

Yasmine Winkler 
Senior VP lnncwation and Productivity 

United HealthCare, Chicago, IL 

Richard Zapanta, MD 
Orthopedic Surgeon, Mooterey Park, CA 
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